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EDWIN BAKER GAGER 



Edwin Baker Gager graduated from Yale College in 1877. He was 
admitted to the bar in 188 1 and became a member of the firm of Wooster 
& Torrance in Derby. On the appointment of Judge Torrance to the 
Superior Court the name of the firm was changed to Wooster, Williams 
& Gager and on the death of the senior partner to Williams & Gager. 
Judge Gager was appointed to the Superior Court in 1901, and after 
seventeen years of service as a trial j'udge he became in 1918 an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of Errors. From 1892 to 1903 he was 
an instructor in law and jurisprudence in the Yale School of Law, and 
in 1903 was appointed Professor of General Jurisprudence. As a law- 
yer he soon gained the confidence of the large business interests located 
in the Naugatuck Valley, and in the later years of his practice his coun- 
sel and advocacy were claimed chiefly by street railway, gas, and electric 
companies. 

He brought to the office of trial judge the poise of a man of affairs, 
the experience of an extensive practice, the learning of a widely read 
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lawyer and an unfailing patience, courtesy, and dignity. These qualities 
with his accurate sense of proportion, his quick appreciation of the 
decisive points of the cause, and above all his kindly and forceful per- 
sonality endeared him to the profession as a judge and as a man. In 
charging the jury he possessed to an uncommon degree the art of 
confining them to the underlying issues of fact. His judicial opinions 
were notable for their exhaustiveness and finality. His teaching was 
accurate in principle and practical in detail. One of his most distinctive 
qualities was a passion for going to the root of things. It was this, no 
doubt, which first led him to the study of jurisprudence though 
immersed in the practical applications of the law ; and it gave him the 
power of seeing things as they were, with the clear vision of intellectual 
honesty undimmed by indolence, sympathy, or opportunism. He had a 
singular directness and vigor of statement. 

The combination of intellectual and personal qualities I have 
attempted to outline was crowned by a simplicity of manner and a 
personal charm enhanced by the background of his long and distin- 
guished public service. 

John K. Beach 
Connecticut Supreme Court of Errors 



REGULATION OF INTRASTATE COMMERCE UNDER THE COMMERCE CLAUSE 

The two recent decisions of the United States Supreme Court, Rail- 
road Commission of Wisconsin v. C. B. & Q. Ry. (1922) 42 Sup. Ct. 
232, and State of New York v. United States (1922) 42 Sup. Ct. 239, 
represent what is in many ways the most significant development in 
that phase of our law having to do with the relation between the power 
of the Federal Government and the power of the states to regulate the 
instrumentalities of commerce since Gibbons v. Ogden. 1 The Supreme 
Court has construed the Transportation Act of 1920 as conferring upon 
the Interstate Commerce Commission authority to prescribe a general 
level of railroad rates for traffic entirely within a state as a part of its 
duty of preventing an undue burden being placed upon interstate com- 
merce and has upheld the statute, as so construed, as within the power 
of Congress under the commerce clause. 

The fundamental principles which are involved have long been free 
from doubt. Thus by Gibbons v. Ogden it was settled that the power 
of Congress to regulate commerce among the several states is "complete 
in itself, may be exercised to its utmost extent, and acknowledges no 
limitations, other than are prescribed in the constitution." 2 The 
Supreme Court frequently has declared that on subjects which require 
uniformity of regulation throughout the country the power of Congress 

M1824, U. S.) 9 Wheat. 1. 
2 Ibid, at p. 196. 



